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CONFIDENTIAL KHARTOUM 3038 

DEPT PASS OAU COLLECTIVE 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PORG, OAU, RH, SU 

SUB J : SITHOLE DELEGATION NOT PERMITTED HEARING AT OAU 

1 . IN RESPONSE TO PRESS INQUIRY, OFFICIAL OAU SPOKESMAN 
DR. PETER ONU (ASST SECGEN FOR POLITICAL AFFAIRS) STATED 
THAT 7-MEMBER DELEGATION OF REVEREND NDABANINGI SITHOLE'S 
ZIMBABWE AFRICAN NATIONAL UNION (ZANU) HAD BEEN REFUSED 
ENTRY INTO SUDAN AT AIRPORT BY SUDANESE GOVT (GOS). ONU 
WAS UNCERTAIN WHETHER REV. SITHOLE WAS MEMBER OF DELEGATION, 

BUT LEFT IMPRESSION THAT HE WAS NOT. ASKED WHETHER GOS HAD 
ACTED AT BEHEST OF OAU, ONU REPLIED THAT OAU HAD NOT 
REQUESTED GOS TO DENY ENTRY TO DITHOLE DELEGATION, BUT 
THAT "SUDAN AS FOUNDING MEMBER OF OAU AND AWARE OF OAU 
POLICY TOWARDS COLLABORATORS WITH RACIST ENEMY IAN SMITH, 
ACCURATELY REFLECTED MOOD OF OAU." 
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2. ONU FURTHER ADDED THAT GOS HAD QUESTIONED ROLE SITHOLE 
DELEGATION MIGHT PLAY GIVEN OAU ATTITUDE (REFTEL) AND THAT 
GOS HAD THOUGHT SITHOLE DELEGATION PRESSENCE "WOULD ONLY 
CREATE CONFUSION AMONG OAU DELEGATES AS THEY HAD ATTEMPTED 
TO DO IN TRIPOLI." ONU SAID IT WAS OBJECT OF KHARTOUM 
MEETINGS TO DEMONSTRATE SUPPORT FOR PATRIOTIC FRONT AND 
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NOT TO LEND ANY LEGITIMACY TO THOSE WHO "COLLABORATE WITH 
THE ENEMY IAN SMITH." 

3. HOWEVER, ONU ONCE AGAIN STATED THAT OAU WAS NOT OPPOSED 
TO POLITICAL SOLUTION OF ZIMBABWE PROBLEM AND EXPRESSED 
HOPE THAT ALL PARTY CONFERENCE COULD STILL BE HELD. SUB- 
SEQUENT TO ONU PRESS BRIEFING SUDAN NEWS AGENCY (SUNA) REPORTED 
THAT 4-MEMBER ZANU DELEGATION (NOT 7) OF 2 MEN AND 2 WOMEN ARRIVED 
IN KHARTOUM JULY 7 FROM ROME VIA CAIRO ON ALITALIA FLIGHT. 

PRESS SOURCES CLAIM THAT DELEGATION RECEIVED SUDANESE 
CREDENTIALS AND PROCEEDED TO OAU CONFERENCE HALL MORNING 
JULY 8 BUT WERE DENIED ACCESS. SOURCES FURTHER CLAIM THAT 
4 PERSONS ARE SCHEDULED TO DEPART KHARTOUM JULY 9. SUNA 
NAMED 4 PERSONS, ONE OF WHOM IS ZANU'S DEPUTY MILITARY 
COMMANDER DENNIS SAMBO, BUT OTHER 3 APPEAR TO BE UNKNOWN 
TO GENERALLY WELL INFORMED OBSERVERS OF RHODESIAN DEVELOP- 
MENTS. 

4. MORNING JULY 9 COM APPARENTLY DEBATED WHETHER TO 
LISTEN TO ZANU DELEGATION OR NOT, WITH FRANCOPHONE MEMBERS 
ARGUING IN FAVOR OF LISTENING TO DELEGATION. HOWEVER, 

IT DOES NOT APPEAR THAT ZANU WILL SPEAK AT COM BECAUSE 
CONFERENCE WAS ABLE TO PROCEED WITH AGENDA BUSINESS. 
CONTRADICTORY STORIES ABOUT SITHOLE DELEGATION 
PRESENCE HAVE PROBABLY AFFECTED ONU S CREDIBILITY WITH 
PRESS SOMEWHAT, BUT HIS POSITION AS OAU SPOKESMAN HAS 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 KHARTO 03038 100934Z 

PROBABLY NOT SUFFERED. IT IS CLEAR THAT OAU 
AS INSTITUTION DOES NOT WISH TO HEAR ZANU ARGUMENTS, DESPITE 
INDIVIDUALMEMBER STATES' OBJECTIONS. (N.B. U.K. HAS 
SENT TO KHARTOUM SPECIAL ADVISER ON AFRICA OF FONSEC 
OWEN, DENNIS GRIGGIN, TO LOBBY WITH OAU FONMIN'S ON 
BEHALF OF ANGLO-AMERICAN PROPOSALS FOR SOUTHERN RHODESIA. 
GRIGGIN KNOWS PERSONALLY NUMBER OF FONMIN'S AND HOPES TO 
MEET WITH NYERERE AND PATRIOTIC FRONT DELEGATION.) 

BERGUS 

NOTE BY OC/T: NOT PASSED TO OAU COLLECTIVE. 
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